The frequency of occurrence of subacute combined degeneration of the spinal cord in patients with pernicious anaemia has long been a subject for discussion. Widely divergent figures, ranging from 20 to 8o per cent.,1' 2 have been quoted at different times. As a whole, it would appear that the older writers regarded it as more common than would be accepted by most people today, but no recent surveys seem to have been published. We thought it a matter of interest to investigate the point in a series of cases of pernicious anaemia seen at the General Hospital, Birmingham.
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Material
The records of all patients admitted to hospital with pernicious anaemia in the seven-year period from 1948 to I954 have been examined. In all they comprise i IO cases, of which 8o were female and 30 male; this preponderance of the female sex is presumably the result of biased sampling since it is not an expected characteristic of the disease. The average age at onset of symptoms of disease was 56 and 59 years respectively for males and females with ranges in each case from 38 to 69 and from 27 to 8i. present in 87 per cent. at the knees and in 56 per cent. at the ankle in the age-group 60-75 years. The neurological findings in our patients over 6o years were specially scrutinized, and where possible those considered to be due to senility were excluded. As will be seen from Table i neurological signs were present in 57 of our I IO cases. In 13 (I2 per cent.) the picture was one of uncomplicated neuropathy, whilst in the remaining 44 there was unmistakable evidence of cord damage of postero-lateral column type, either pure (3I cases (28 per cent.)), or mixed with peripheral nerve lesions (13 cases (12 per cent.)). Thus 40 per cent. of our series of i io cases of pernicious anaemia had definite evidence of subacute combined degeneration of the cord. No correlation was apparent between the severity of the anaemia and the presence of neurological signs of any sort. In fact six patients with S.C.D. had red blood cell counts of 4.5 million or over.
Examination of the age of onset of symptoms showed that the majority (36 of a total of 53) with pernicious anaemia alone were over 55, and that those with neurological signs were again more numerous over this age (37 of a total of 57). These figures suggest that the incidence of neurological complications is no higher in the young than in the old. Lastly, an attempt was made to correlate the length of history of illness with the appearance of neuropathy or myelopathy. Statistical analysis showed no significant difference between the group with pernicious anaemia and those with nervous semeiology. 
Summary
A survey of iio cases of pernicious anaemia is presented. Subacute combined degeneration of the cord was present in 40 per cent. All cases of senile neurological degeneration were excluded. The signs of S.C.D. were not related to length of symptoms of B12 deficiency, the age of the patient or the degree of anaemia. This high figure stresses the need for careful neurological examination in the diagnosis and follow-up of pernicious anaemia.
